
 These past months have certainly been a 
challenging time for us all as we have dealt with a 
series of unprecedented events in living memory.  
The shutting down of public life for almost three 
months, the suspension of the public celebration 
of the Sacraments and dealing with a global 
pandemic.  It is my sincere desire that this letter 
finds you and your loved ones safe and healthy in 
the midst of all of this.  
 On Memorial Day, we were able to gather 
once again as a Catholic people to celebrate the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  While our attendance 
at Mass is not what it was before all this started, we are 
seeing the number of people grow each week.  For those who 
have returned, St. Mary Parish looks a little different with 
masks, social distancing and plentiful hand sanitizers.  These 
measures have been implemented to keep everyone safe.  It 
has been wonderful being able to see so many of you in 
person once again.   
 Since the week of Memorial Day, we have re-instituted 
our Sunday and weekday Mass schedule (along with 
confessions), our weekly Eucharistic adoration, Community 
suppers and re-opened our parish office.  Our 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday Mass is livestreamed on Facebook.  In addition, a task 
force has been meeting to discuss the process for opening up 
our parish elementary school in August.  The St. Vincent De 
Paul Society members continue to assist those in need in our 
community.  As you continue reading the “St. Mary’s 
Messenger,” you will read about more of the events that have 
taken place during this challenging time. 
 I pray that you and your loved ones remain safe and 
healthy.  Let’s pray for one another, for our nation and our 
world.  God bless you! 

 Fr. Dan Redmond 

ST. MARY’S MINISTRIES CONTINUE AMIDST PANDEMIC 
By Father Dan Redmond 

Messenger 
ST. MARY PARISH 

We, the Roman Catholic community of St. Mary Parish under the patronage of 
our Blessed Mother, will proclaim, celebrate, and live out our faith in God who is 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit and who sanctifies us in word and sacrament. 

AUGUST 2020 



WE CELEBRATE MASS TOGETHER 
By Father Dan Redmond 

 Our Diocesan Administrator, Rev. Oleksiak, has informed all 
the parishes that the obligation to attend Mass will be dispensed 
with until further notice.  I ask that everyone use good judgement 
in determining if they can and should attend Mass in person.  As we 
return, things are a bit different.  According to Diocesan directives: 
1. Take your temperature before coming to church. 
2. The doors of the church will be propped open so they don’t 

have to be touched.  
3. Sanitize your hands when entering the Church.  Hand 

sanitizers are available in the Gathering space. 
4. Please wear a mask at all times.  Masks will only be lowered 

for the reception of the host. 
5. Maintain 6 feet of physical distancing.  Families may sit 

together.  Maintain 6 feet between them and the next person. 
6. Communion lines are staggered to ensure 6 feet distancing. 
7. The cup will not be used. 
8. Every other pew will be closed off to ensure 6 feet distancing. 
9. There is no contact between people, sign off peace, etc. 
10. There are no hymnals or prayer cards in the pews. 
11. For dismissal, the last rows leave first, followed be each 

successive row.  Leave your kneeler down, so we know which 
rows were occupied. 

12. Do not congregate in the Gathering space. 
13. The Church is sanitized after every Mass or service. 

 This is an adjustment for all of us.  Still it is good to celebrate 
Mass as a community in our beautiful Church! 
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We continue to livestream each 

Sunday’s 8:00am Mass. You can 

find the link on Facebook, 

YouTube, and the St. Mary 

website:  stmarychardon.org. 
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION HELD ON JUNE 29 
By Heather Gady 

 Congratulations to our 2020 Confirmandi! Although 
we had challenges due to the virus we were finally able to 
celebrate Confirmation.  We are so thankful that 91 people 
were confirmed on June 29th by Abbot Hoover.  We were 
able to hold mass with socially distance measures in place. 
We were able to seat the Confirmation candidate, sponsor 
and two parents. Most of our parents were seated in the 
banquet room and viewed mass on the screen as seating in 
church was extremely limited.  We thank everyone that 
complied with the strict guidelines that were set in place to 
be able to hold mass. The students did a great job. 
 Our parish second graders will finally have their 
First Holy Communion on September 26, 2020. We are 
excited that they will finally be able to celebrate after all of 
their preparation this year. 
 We finished PSR by homeschooling this year. Our 
students worked so hard on their homework especially the 
students that are making Sacraments this year. There was a 
lot of work and practice on their own or with their family 
to prepare for these events.  
 We are looking forward to seeing everyone this year 
at PSR as well but with some new changes in place. It will 
be a little different with these challenges as a result of the 
virus but are looking forward to incorporating some new 
methods to offer a little variety.  



ST. MARY’S MINISTRIES CONTINUE AMIDST PANDEMIC 
From Ministry Leaders 
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Eucharistic Adoration 

Eucharistic Adoration is held every Wednesday 
from 12:00pm until 7:00pm.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to spend time with Our Lord in a 
prayerful and quiet way.  There is plenty of space 
so social distancing is easy to maintain!  Please 
wear your face covering and bring your Bible and 
prayer books. 

Church Sanitizing 

The Church is sanitized after every Mass and 
service on weekdays and on weekends.  A huge 
“thank you” to our dedicated parish maintenance 
staff, Mass ushers and all the families who have 
volunteered to help keep us all healthy and safe. 

Women of the Well Prayer Group 

St. Mary’s WOW (Women of the Well) prayer 
group had fun talking remotely with Zoom during 
the stay at home time.  Now we are able to pray 
and share together in person, socially distant of 
course!  The WOW prayer group meets on the 
second Saturday of the month at 9:15 am.   

Community Supper 

St. Mary’s Community Supper ministry has been 
serving continuously!  We changed to drive up 
take out during the stay-at-home time in the 
spring.  Over 60 dinners are served each month.  
Community Supper is held on the last Thursday 
of each month from 5:00pm until 6:30pm.  
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Saint Vincent de Paul 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is always here to 
support families in need, especially during this 
pandemic.  They can provide food, emergency 
help to pay utilities, and other resources.  Please 
contact the parish office at 285-7051 if you need 
assistance.  Donations are most welcome. 

Parish Office 

The Parish office staff have resumed our regular 
hours.  We’re open to assist you Monday through 
Friday from 8:00am until 4:00pm.  St. Mary’s 
keeps in contact with parishioners through 
phone, paper mail, email, social media, and 
website.  Looking forward to seeing you! 

ST. MARY’S MINISTRIES CONTINUE AMIDST PANDEMIC 
From Ministry Leaders 

New Messenger Design 

The St. Mary Messenger Newsletter has been 
redesigned!  Thank you to Michelle and our 
partners at Dee Printing for your design talents.  
If you would like to contribute articles, photos, or  
comments about the Messenger, contact Judi 
Parker, editor, at jparker@stmarychardon.org   

Sacrament of Baptism  

We have resumed the Sacrament of Baptism.  It is 
held during a weekend Mass or on Sunday at 
1:00pm.  Please contact the parish office to make 
arrangements and for information on the 
Baptism preparation.   



RCIA MEMBERS INITIATED JULY 6 
Photos by Jose Ramos 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEWLY INITIATED MEMBERS 
By the RCIA Members 

 My name is Tina Ballash. I’m currently a stay at home mother undergoing treatments for 
metastasized germ cell colorectal carcinoma. I have 2 biological and 2 soon to be step children 
that I enjoy spending time with. I also like coloring, cleaning and organizing. Originally I started 
RCIA because my fiance  wanted to get married in the church. However after beginning this 
journey, I realized I needed a much stronger relationship with our Lord and Savior. I have 
begun to find inner peace and my faith has increased immensely. I look forward to being 
baptized and to participation in the sacraments, and to becoming part of a strong faith 
community continuing my faith journey for as long as I live. 
  

 My name is Angellyna Ballash, the only teenager in RCIA. I’m 15 and a freshman at 
Chardon High School. My hobbies consist of cheerleading, power tumbling, working out, and 
art. My mother brought me to RCIA and I soon grew to love the community of St. Mary Church. 
RCIA has helped me to have a better connection to the people around me and to the church. I 
look forward to my baptism and continuing to grow in my faith and volunteering my time to 
helping with events at the church. Overall I’ve slowly grown into myself with the help of Deacon 
Larry, Mike and the RCIA team. 
  

 My name is Amanda Rowe and I’m in the RCIA program at St. Mary Church. I’m an acute 
care nurse practitioner and work in critical care. In my free time I enjoy traveling with my 
fiance  Jonathan. I joined RCIA because having religious structure in my life is important for me 
both personally and in my marriage. I look forward to joining and becoming a member of the 
community at St. Mary’s. 
  

 Hello my name is Jodi Hamilton. I am the mother of 3 beautiful children. My career is in 
healthcare. I love hunting, fishing, and helping others. What brought me to RCIA is feeling a 
calling to be closer to God. I look forward to my baptism and becoming a member of the 
Catholic Church so I can participate fully in the Mass. 
 

 Hello everyone my name is John Hamilton. I am a 5th grade student at Chardon Middle 
School. I love reading, making comic books, and playing video games. RCIC, Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Children, has taught me to put God in the center of my life. I look forward to my 
baptism and becoming a member of the Catholic Church and to making my mother proud. 
 

 My name is Norm Galloway. I am now retired. I owned and managed a couple of Irish 
pubs, Muldoons on Vine Street and Hannigan’s Pub. I also was a licensed Real Estate appraiser 
and worked for myself. It all kept me pretty busy. My favorite thing to do is watch my 
grandchildren play their favorite sports. I have been married to Barb for 53 years in a Catholic 
Church, our son went to St. Mary School and then to Lake Catholic. Our grandchildren followed 
their parents by going to Lake. We have lived in Chardon for 44 years and I have gone to church 
with Barb at St. Mary’s. I felt that the time was right to become Catholic and join the church with 
her. We have a lot of friends that belong to St. Mary Parish and I enjoy seeing them at church. I 
enjoyed my time in RCIA and look forward to belonging to Mary’s and to participating in the 
sacramental life of the church.  
 

 My name is Brad Camposo and I have been journeying along with the RCIA team and 
candidates for the past year. I’m the owner of Premier Custom Builders. My beautiful wife, 
Becky, and my family brought me to RCIA. I look forward to the day when I can take 
Communion and become part of the sacramental life of the church with my family. 
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AN INVITATION TO LEARN ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH 
By Deacon Larry Boehnlein 

Each year, parents lovingly walk with their children who are 
preparing to receive a sacrament for the first time. This piques the interest 
of some parents, who are not catholic or are not fully initiated into the 
Church, into inquiring about the faith of the Catholic Church. Perhaps this is 
a good time to learn more about what the Catholic Church believes. It is an 
opportunity that can help both you and your child to grow in your faith 
development. As your child prepares for a sacrament you can prepare to be 
fully initiated into the Church. 

In this spirit, we extend a special invitation to anyone who is not 
catholic or is not fully initiated into the church to consider this opportunity. 
Perhaps you may have come to church for years or have never attended, it 
makes no difference.  You are all welcome! 

There will be an informal gathering where you are free to ask any 
questions about the Catholic faith, our worship and our practices. It will be 
held on Monday evening September 14th at 6:30 pm in the Hospitality room. 
Please consider joining us! There is no obligation to proceed with RCIA 
unless you chose to do so. 

If you are interested in joining us for inquiry or would like to talk with 
someone personally please feel free to contact Deacon Larry Boehnlein at 
440-285-7051, email me at LBoehnlein@stmarychardon.org or you may 
text me at 440-488-0764. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION RESUMES 
By Deacon Larry Boehnlein 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation has resumed at the 
regular times of Saturdays from 3:00-4:00pm and the last 
Sunday of the month after the 8:00am, 10:00am, and 
12:00noon Masses.  Confessions are also available by 
appointment.   
 The procedure for Confession is slightly different due 
to social distancing and sanitizing.  Confessionals have been 
modified to include a partition between the priest and the 
person.  You have the option of face to face (clear) or  
anonymous (solid).  To eliminate the need to sanitize after 
each person, there are no kneelers and you should remain 
standing.  Thank you for your understanding and 
perseverance!   

mailto:LBoehnlein@stmarychardon.org
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DONATE TO WOMEN’S CENTER 
By Thomas Storey 

 The Knights have done it again!  The St. Mary Knights of Columbus Council 
#15492 are helping make it happen for the Ivy Women’s Center in Mentor Ohio.  
The Ivy Center has received a generous donation from the Knights.   
 The Ivy Women’s Center (IWC) is a non-profit pregnancy care center new 
to our area. IWC provides pregnancy testing and high quality medical services 
such as ultrasound and STD testing and treatment free of charge, primarily to 
pregnant women considering abortion. The IWC will not provide abortions nor 
referrals for abortions, however, they will provide a safe place for the women to 
breathe, without judgment, condemnation or pressure. They provide accurate, 
unbiased information regarding all of her options so that she can be confident 
that she has what she needs to make an informed decision about her pregnancy. 
 The center will also offer a parent mentoring program, referrals for 
adoption, spiritual care and post abortive counseling as well as community 
referrals such as Birthright according to her needs.  
 The Ivy Women's Center is modeled after the Bella Women’s Center in 
Warren, Ohio. Bella has been serving women since 2011. Because of the 
compassionate care women receive at Bella, over 1350 women have walked in 
their doors thinking abortion was their only option and walked out choosing life. 
They did so, not because they were coerced or pressured, but because they were 
treated with respect and love and provided with the information they needed.  
 The projected opening date for the IWC is scheduled for September 2020.  
 For more information or to make a donation, go to WWW.THEIVYSOS.COM 

BOY SCOUTS MEET OUTSIDE  
By Brent Grantham 

The St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop resumed 
their meetings in June.  They took 
advantage of the great summer weather 
for outdoor meetings, physical fitness,  
socializing, and learning activities on 
Thursday nights.  In the photos, scouts 
are practicing their compass skills and 
learning to use knives safely.  Thank you 
to St. Mary’s Parish for hosting a photo 
session in the ABC room.  Each of the 
2019 Eagle Scouts individually had their 
photo taken.  

http://www.theivysos.com/


TASK FORCE PLANS FOR SCHOOL REOPENING 
By Frederike Winterstellar 
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Dear St. Mary School Families, 
 

 I hope you all are enjoying the summer! 
Here at St. Mary School, we are quite busy to 
prepare for the upcoming school year. 
 In June, a dedicated group of teachers, 
parents, school and parish staff members created 
a task force on how to reopen our school for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
 We have been meeting weekly and are 
collaborating on how to safely reopen St. Mary 
School for all our students, in person, 5 days a 
week. 
 

 The plan focuses on five different areas: 
 * Preparing the Learning Environment 
 * Health and Wellness of Members 
 * Strengthening our Catholic Identity 
 * Educational Design and Technology 
 * Preschool Guidance 
 

 We are working closely with our local health 
commissioner, Mr. Thomas Quade, to ensure that 
our plan meets the requirements to offer our 
students a safe learning environment. We will 
continue to meet each child’s educational needs, 
especially after this long time of being apart.  
 We can’t wait to welcome everyone back. It 
has been too quiet in the building! 
 

 
 

 At the end of June, we were able to celebrate 
graduation for our 8th graders! We are so proud of 
them and all that they have accomplished. 
 Thanks to the parents, family members, and 
special friends for their commitment to Catholic 
Education. 
 They will be missed and we wish them all 
the best in their future endeavors. 
 

 Congratulations Class of 2020! 
  

 Emily Aldridge  Tyler Malloy 
 Megan Bender  Ethan O’Keeffe 
 Charles Brock  Elizabeth Passow 
 Dillon Buzogany Joseph Payne 
 Matthew DiDonato Carmela Rosace 
 Evan Filson  Zoe Virant 
 Jennifer Graham Daniel Yaniglos 
 Luke Hoge 
 

 Please keep us all in your prayers as we are 
planning for the next school year. 
 A special thanks to our parents and parish 
community for all your continuous support. We 
are blessed by your commitment to make St. 
Mary’s a special place for our students.  
 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Mrs. Friederike Wintersteller - Principal 
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HELEN SEUFER RETIRES 
By Judi Parker 

 Helen was born and raised in Chardon and has been an 
active member of St. Mary her whole life.  She joined the first 
teen ministry, the “Maria Teens”.  She married her husband Ken 
in the original St. Mary’s Church building in 1957.  Their three 
children graduated from St. Mary School.  The Seufers were very 
active in supporting the school, including chaperoning and CYO.  
 Helen was employed as the school librarian for 27 years.  
She has been working on writing and producing the bulletin for 
almost 50 years!  Helen has served in so many ministries and 
activities at St. Mary, including fish frys, cooking and baking, 
singing in the choir, lectoring, bereavement, Project Hope, 
Catholic Charities, PSR, copying, and posting collections. 
 On behalf of St. Mary Parish and School, we give our heart-
felt appreciation to Helen for her many, many years of faithful 
service.  We are so blessed to know Helen and will miss her very 
much!  We wish Helen a wonderful retirement with her 13 
grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren.  Helen and Ken enjoy 
sports, camping and traveling.  And we hope to see her at many 
St. Mary activities in the future! 

DELICIOUS FOOD SUPPORTS ST. MARY PTU 
By Chris Graham and Chris Sotkovsky 

 The Reserve House and the Firehouse Grille & Pub have 
teamed up to bring you Friday night takeout dinners.  Our menu 
includes pizza, ribs, wings and a weekly special. Some of our 
specials are southern fried chicken, salads, picnic boxes, beef tips 
with mashed potatoes and Swedish meatballs.  We will also be 
periodically offering our “festival favorite” international plate.  
 Items must be preordered.  Curbside pickup is in the rear 
parking lot at St. Mary’s (hours of pickup are 4:30-6:00).  Cash, 
checks and credit cards accepted.  Pay at pickup.   
 A portion of the proceeds will benefit St. Mary PTU! 

 To be added to our email list or to place an order, please 
include your name and desired pickup time:  
email:   admin@thereservehouse.com     text:  440-665-0545 

 Thank you to our parishioners and friends for your support! 

mailto:admin@thereservehouse.com
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Images of Mary 
Look at these beautiful statues and artwork.  
They are all Mary.  They are all at our Church.   
Go for a walk inside and outside the Church.   
How many of them can you find? 

Do you know this  
prayer by heart? 
Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners,  
now and at the hour  
of our death. Amen. 

August 15 is a special day.   
We celebrate that  
God took Mary to Heaven.   
Mary is the  
Queen of Heaven.   

Do you know Mary,  
the Mother of Jesus? 
Tell a family member 3 things 
you know about Mary. 

Mary 

KIDS LEARN ABOUT 
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 We celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 
15.  Pope Pius XII proclaimed the divinely 
revealed dogma of the Assumption of Mary in 
1950: “The immaculate Mother of God, the ever 
Virgin Mary, having complete the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body and soul to heavenly 
glory.” (franciscanmedia.org) 
 According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church:  “Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved 
free from all stain of sin, when the course of her 
earthly life was finished, was taken up body and 
soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as 
Queen over all things, so that she might be more 
fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and 
conqueror of sin and death.”  The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her 
Son’s Resurrection and an anticipation of the 
resurrection of other Christians. (CCC, no. 966) 
 The Assumption of Mary is not specifically 
written in the Scriptures.  Through the history of 
the Church, Catholics have a longstanding 
tradition of belief in the Assumption of Mary. 
 In the time of the Apostles, it is said that 
Mary’s tomb was opened and found to be empty.  
So the Apostles believed that Mary’s body was 
taken to heaven.   
 There is record of celebrations and homilies 
on the Assumption of Mary from the middle ages. 
In one example from the eight century, St. John 
Damascene said of Mary: “You were transferred to 
your heavenly home, O Lady, Queen and Mother of 
God in truth”. (EWTN.com) 
 The doctrine of the Assumption is based on 
two main concepts.  Since Mary was always 
without sin, her body would not decay after her 
death.  Mary shared so intimately in the life of 
Jesus, she would also share in his bodily 
resurrection and glory.   

 Mary was the first disciple to be raised body 
and soul into heaven.  But the Solemnity of the 
Assumption is not just about understanding what 
happened to Mary in the past.  Our Lord promised 
each of us a share in eternal life.  We have hope 
that after our life on earth, we too will follow 
Mary to heaven to love and praise God forever.  
 

 (Information for this article was taken from: 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, EWTN.com, 
Franciscanmedia.com, and 
Catholicstraightanswers.com)  
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THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY  
By Judi Parker 

The Magnificat 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me 
blessed: 

the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, 
and has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

the promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children forever.”  

Luke 1:46-55, from the Gospel reading on the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary. 


